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fen district, besides large heaths in Surrey and other counties.
Other causes of large wastes may have been the inroads of lawless
raiders and pirates, the devastations of the King's Host, castle-
building, and general extortion. But apart from all these, each
village was surrounded by common waste land and its rights
in it were jealously guarded. For it is not too much to say
that without this uncultivated land the villager could not have
lived. From it he drew wood for building, for fencing, for fuel,
turf also for this last, while on it lived much of his stock. In
the winter he could only depend on his hay with some peas and
beans for fodder, so autumn saw a great slaughter of stock,
which was salted down for winter use. The few cattle that
survived to the spring did so in a very poor half-starved condition,
and a prolonged winter might reduce the smaller villeins to ruin.

This peculiar system of ' open-field ' agriculture had many
disadvantages, the chief being the difficulty of improving the
farming and making experiments. All had lo farm in exactly
the same way, the sowing, ploughing and reaping all depended
on several persons combining to work together, while the ground
was manured chiefly by pasturing the village stock over it
indiscriminately. It was no use for one fanner to * clean * his
land, that is clear it of weeds, if his neighbours of the next strips
neglected theirs, the weeds upon which would soon sml over the
land of the more energetic worker. Its advantages wort; con-
siderable, however, in a primitive society, where fighting was
often necessary and the man away on military service could
depend on his neighbours to keep tho land cultivated. The
reason for the strips has been much debated, but it seems probable
that the object was fairness, so that each man should get his
share of good and bad land. There was also convenience so that
each man's land got ploughed in turn.

Origin of the Manor, How did the system outlined above
come about ? Is it complete or nearly complete in the time of
Domesday Book? These two questions have raised a great
controversy among historians and even now are not conclusively
answered.